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A REDESCRIPTION OF THE SPID 
MALTECORA SIMON, 1909 


(ARANEI, SALTICIDAE) 


Any progress in systematic studies of African Salticids would 
demand first of all redescriptions of practically all earlier described 
genera and a redefinition of them. Due to poor descriptions of the 
majority of species, their identification is currently impossible. 

This paper, devoted to the genus Maltecora described by SIMON 
(1909), constitutes a first part of an aimed series of redescriptions of 
African Salticid genera. The genus consists of three morfologically 
similar species, found only in Sao Thomé and Principe Islands in the 
Gulf of Guinea. Systematic position of this genus remains unclear. 

I am very grateful to Dr. Gianna Arbocco from Museo Civico di 
Storia Naturale Giacomo Doria" in Genova for loaning me materials 
which form foundation of this paper. 


Genus Maltecora Simon, 1909 
Type species: Maltecora janthina, by original designation. 


Spiders medium sized, body elongated, 4.5-6.5 mm long. Carapace 
rounded, convex. Eye field large and broad. Clypeus very low. Small 


*) Zoological Institute of Wroclaw University, Sienkiewicza 21, 50-335 Wroclaw, 
Poland. 
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fovea with darker lines radiating from it behind eye field. First legs 
slightly larger than others. Abdomen narrow and very elongated. 
Spinnerets long. 


Figs 1-4, Maltecora janthina, holotype - male: 1 - general appearance, 2-3 - cheliceral 
dentition and fang, 4 - first leg. 
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The genus is characterized by the structure of male copulatory 
organ: long and thin embolus and distinctive bifurcated tibial apo- 
physis. 


Maltecora janthina Simon, 1909 
(figs 1-12) 


Material: Sao Thomé: Agua Izé, leg. L. Fea - 1 £ (holotype), 
1 9, MSNG. 


Remark. Original description deals with male only, but there is 
a female in the collection as well. 


Figs 5-10. Maltecora janthina, holotype - male copulatory organ ventral, lateral and 
dorsal views. 
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Figs 11-12. Maltecora janthina - epigyne and its internal structure. 


Male. Carapace rather convex, brown. Eye field slightly lighter, 
lateral eyes surrounded by black rings, anterior eyes fringed with white 
hairs. There are some few brown setae near eyes. On thoracic part a few 
fawn-brown lines radiating from fovea (fig. 1). Length of cephalothorax 
2.8*, length of eye field 1.4, width of eye field I 1.7, width of eye field 
III 1.6. Clypeus very narrow. Chelicerae light brown, promargin with 
three teeth, retromargin with single tooth (fig. 3). Big two-cleft 
outgrowth near base of fang (fig. 2). Maxillae and labium pale brown 
with long hairs on their edges. Sternum yellow, its frontal margin 
truncated. Abdomen narrow and elongated, dorsally light brown with 
two very small cavites in anterior part, ventrally yellow. Scarce fine 
brown hairs cover abdomen. Length of abdomen 3.4. Spinnerets 
elongated, brown. Legs yellowish-orange covered with brown hairs. 
Spines dark brown. Legs I (fig. 4) distinctly larger and thicker than 
remaining ones. Pedipalps small, yellow. Embolus long and slender 
(figs 5-7). Apophysis split (figs 7-8). 


Female. Carapace colouration resembles male. In the proxi- 
mity of lateral eyes few white scales. Length of cephalothorax 2.3, 
length of eye field 1.2, width of eye field I 1.6, width of eye field III 1.5. 
Clypeus narrow, yellow with some few white hairs. Chelicerae light 
brown, promargin with two teeth, retromargin with single tooth. 
Abdomen yellow with three pairs of poorly visible pale brown spots. 
Abdomen covered with sparse thin hairs, anterior margin with single 


* all measurements in mm 
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long brown bristles. Length of abdomen 2.2. Spinnerets yellow. Legs 
yellow with very short brown hairs. Epigyne medium sized, more or 
less triangular with two pockets (fig. 11). Its internal structure shown in 
fie, 12. 


Maltecora sp. 
(figs 13-18) 
Material: Sao Thome: St. Catarina, in wood, border N, 40 
km, 12.X-1.X1.1973, leg. G. Schmitz - 1 ¢, MRAC Tervuren 147 709. 


Male. Dorsal aspect (fig. 13). Carapace convex, brown. Eye 
field large, lateral eyes surrounded black, sparse white scales in their 


e 


(ine 


Figs 13-14. Maltecora sp., male: 13 - general appearance, 14 - cheliceral dentition. 
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vicinity, few brown setae near anterior eyes. Length of cephalothorax 
1.9, length of eye field 1.1, width of eye field I 1.3, width of eye field III 
1.2. Clypeus narrow with single pale hairs. Chelicerae brown, pro- 
margin with three teeth, retromargin edge with single tooth (fig. 14). 
Maxillae and labium light brown, their edges yellow. Sternum more or 
less round, its anterior margin truncated. Abdomen elongated, brown, 
anteriorly with few long brown bristles. Ventrally abdomen light, 
laterally with two dark longitudinal streaks. Length of abdomen 2.5. 
Spinnerets long, brown. Femora of legs I light brown with two dark 
longitudinal stripes, patellae and tibiae brown, feet yellow. Remaining 
legs yellow. Legs covered with short brown hairs. Spines dark brown. 
Pedipalps light brown. Copulatory organ shown in figs 15-18. 


This specimen is distinctly smaller than the holotype of Maltecora 
janthina. It also lacks a large bifurcated process near base of chelicerae 
fang, presence of which was considered by SIMON (1909) as a key 
feature differentiating M. janthina from the other Maltecora species. 
On the other hand, copulatory organs of M. janthina and this specimen 
look identical (cfr. figs 5-10 and 15-18) what suggests their specific 
identity. Due to scarcity of material it is impossible to settle this 
problem definitely. One should wait till more material is available. 


Figs 15-18. Maltecora sp. - male copulatory organ ventral, lateral and dorsal views. 
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Maltecora divina Simon, 1909 
(figs 19-24) 


Material: Principe Island: [Roça inf. d. Henrique], leg. L. Fea 
1 ¢ (holotype), MSNG. 


Figs 19-24. Maltecora divina, holotype: 19-23 - male copulatory organ ventral, lateral 
and dorsal views, 24 - cheliceral dentition. | 
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Remark. Simon’s paper gives erroneously « 9 », but the des- 
cription there deals with a male, and only the male is present in the 
collection. 


Male. Carapace more or less rounded, convex, brown, eye field 
darker, surroundings of median eyes I brown, of others - black. Whole 
surface covered with single diminutive brown hairs, near anterior eyes 
hairs longer. Laterally carapace with little white scales. Length of 
cephalothorax 2.9, length of eye field 1.5, width of eye field I 1.9, width 
of eye field III 1.8. Clypeus narrow with dense white hairs. Chelicerae 
brown, promargin with three teeth, retromargin with single tooth (fig. 
24). Maxillae and labium brown with lighter margins. Sternum cen- 
trally yellow, marginally brown. Abdomen narrow, elongated, dorsally 
with very large brown patch, and with four tiny, torming trapezium, 
fossae anteriorly. Ventrally abdomen light. Whole abdomen covered 
with light long pubescent hairs. Length of abdomen 3.6. Legs yellow, 
legs I larger and thicker, light brown with darker femora. Pedipalpus 
yellowish-brown. Palp structure resembles M. janthina, but embolus 
shorter and its base differently shaped (figs 19-23). 


Maltecora chrysochlora Simon, 1909 
(figs 25-30) 


Material: Principe Island: (Roga inf. d. Henrique), leg. L. Fea 
- 1 4 (holotype), MSNG. 


Male. Carapace rather rounded, brovvn, eye field somewhat 
lighter. Eyes surrounded black. On carapace some few brown setae, in 
vicinity of posterior and lateral margins of carapace quite a few scales. 
Length of cephalothorax 2.3, length of eye field 1.2, width of eye field 
I 1.5, width of eye field III 1.4. Clypeus very narrow. Chelicerae 
brown, promargin edge with two teeth, retromargin with single tooth 
(fig. 30). Maxillae yellow, labium brown. Sternum yellowish-orange 
with darker margins. Abdomen narrow and elongated, light brown, 
dorsally darker with pale longitudinal narrow stripe. Whole abdomen 
covered with fine hairs, and with few brown bristles anteriorly. Length 
of abdomen 2.9. Spinnerets brown. Legs partially damaged, yellow. 
Pedipalps small, yellow. Tibial apophysis split less deeply than in other 
species (figs 26-27), and embolus shorter, very thin (figs 25-26). 
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Figs 25-30. Maltecora chrysochlora, holotype: 25-26 - male copulatory organ ventral, 
lateral and dorsal views, 30 - cheliceral dentition. 
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SUMMARY 


The paper contains the redescriptions of three species of spiders from the genus 
Maltecora from the Sao Thomé and Principe Islands with detailed taxonomic figures. 
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RIASSUNTO 


Sono ridescritte e dettagliatamente figurate tre specie di Ragni delle Is. Sao 
Thomé e Principe, appartenenti al genere Maltecora. 


